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OF 
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Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
Ladies, and you, my Fellow-Citizens : 

i 

. Two years ago, called by the partiality and suffrages of the people of 
Texas, I, upon this stand, and in this building. in presence of Almighty God, 
assumed to discharge the important duties incumbent on me as the Chief 
‘Executive of the noble, chivalrous and patriotic State of Texas. 

‘ Тп accordance with their mandates, and in obedience to the Constitution 
and Laws, I am here to-day to surrender those trusts into the hands of the 
‘people and of the distinguished citizen who is entitled to assume them. In 
this crisis, we may esteem ourselves fortunate in being thus peaceably per- 
„mitted to assemble and witness our State Government pursuing its usual 
functions without the fear of interruption from the Abolition Despot and his 
‘Hessian soldiery. 

On that occasion, I swore to “ faithfully and impartially discharge and per- 
“form all the duties incumbent on me as Governor, according to the best of 
my skill and ability, agreeably to the Constitution and Laws of the State 
p“ of Texas, and also to the Constitution and Laws of the Confederate States 
‘of America, so long as the State of Texas shall remain a member of that 
* Confederacy.” 

; ‘In strict compliance with that obligation, I have studiously endeavored to 
Llischarge every duty incumbent on me—that I have acted faithfully and im- 
partially, І know full well. In the troublous times that have encompassed. 
fas since my elevation to office, I could scarce hope to conduct the affairs of a 
tate like ours so extensive in territory, so diversified in interests, with an 
exposed frontier extending from Red River to the Rio Grande, with such 
БЕШ and ability as to give universal and entire satisfaction. ф > 
г While I have earnestly sought to discharge all the duties imposed on me 
$s the Chief Magistrate of the State, I most freely admit that the great war 
ia which we are involved has engaged the most of my attention and energy. 
Dn entering upon the duties of my office, I was fully impressed with the 
папу responsibilities I was assuming. I felt satisfied the war would be pros- 
cuted by our cnemies with all the fiendish barbanty they have shown them- 
selves so capable of inflicting upon a people so superior to them in all that 
ponstitutes manliness, virtue and chivalry. I жаз convincéd that no means 
kould be left untried to reduce the people of the Southern States to the con-- 
ition of “hewers of wood and drawers of water" for their Yankee taskmas 
fers, and that. failing in all else, they would seek, finally, to raise a servile. 
kar in our midst, with the hope of ultimately subjugating or annihilating us.. 
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I have not been mistaken; and if to-day every city, town, village and farm- 
yard is not red with the blood of our women and children shed by our servile 
population; it is not because our more than savage and despicable foes have 
not desired and attempted toaccomplishit. The evidence of this their hellish 
design they have themselves unblushimgly proclaimed to an indignant world. 

The skill and bravery of our Generals, the energy and heroism of our men, 
have, thus far, baffled the fiendish purpose. To-day our cause looks brighter 
than it has for many months past. In every attempt of the enemy to pene- 
trate our State, he has been signally repulsed. The invincible army of 
Rosencranz, as vauntingly termed by a boastful press, has mot with a dis- 
graceful and disastrous overthrow, while the army of Meade is reduced to a 
painful defensive for the protection ef the Northern Capital. Our gallant 
little corps in Louisiana. chiefly composed of Texans, harrasses him continu- 
ally. Charleston, “the Doomed City," still defiantly answers the thunder 
of his guns, peal for peal, her citizens evincing a determination to bury them- 
selves in her ruins rather than yield. Our armies everywhere are strong, in 
excellent condition, well fed and clothed. Weare daily improving in the 
production of supphes at home for the use of our people and army ; muni- 
tions of war in abundance are being manufactured within the Confederacy: 
our people are daily rising equal to the emergency of the times and becoming 
more self-reliant and defiant. A spirit cf resistance is seizing hold of the 
very young and old that will ultimately place every man able to bear arms 
into the service of the country. They are schoolirg themselves to believe 
that nothing can be valuable to them, or be worth living for, unless our in: 
dependence is secured. The noble women, too, of our country, are ever ir 
advance of the men. They are imbued with tke conviction, that subjugatior 
would leave them the slaves of most miserable and cowardly taskmasters— 
that they would be forced into association with a people whom, from thej 
cowardly and brutal atrocities, they have learned to hate and despise. 

Hence, they are prepared to make every sacrifice on the altar of freedom- 
thence it is, that their wealth is freely lavished—that we find them in the 
cities and towns as well as by the roadside ministering with tender aud de 
voted care and assiduity to the necessities of the sick and wounded soldier— 
that we behold them, morning, noon and night, sewing, knitting, weaving anc 
spinning for the “brave soldier boys"— finally, they give up to their struggling 
country their fathers, husbands, brothers, sons and Jovers, preferring to be 
orphans, widowed and brotherless, to seeing their country overrun and re 
duced by a people so demoralized, infidel and barbarous as our Northern foes 
With such spirit and determination animating our people we have nothing t 
fear. І presume that most men of the South feel as І do. I kenw that se 
cession was a necessity forced upon the South, that her freedom might b 
prese-ved ; and in assisting to bring about that measure, I felt that, as a goot 
and true man, I from that day belonged to my country; that, whatever ad 
versities might follow that step, as an honest man and a patriot I should bea 
them without a murmur—that all I possessed of ability, energy, time, prop 
erty, aye, life itself, all belonged to the country, and, when called for mus: 
be laid upon the altar of freedom. I resolved that whilst this war lasted 
all private enterprize should be abandoned, and that it would be a fraud upor 
the people, and a crime against our sacred cause to neglect public duties ir 
the pursuit of private aggrandizement. 

I believe there are many who did not vote for secession who came to thi 
same conclusion as soon as that remedy was adopted—they have entered th 
army and done most gallant service, and thousands of this class have seale 
their devotion to the country with their blood. 

It is the sacred duty of all, without regard to former position, to rally 
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around the standards of their country. If any there be iñ our midst who yet 
entertain the mest distant idea that the old Government can ever bere- 
established, or who feel the least sympathy with our enemies, in God's name, 


° Tsay, let them depart from among us, and take up their abode with their 


abolition brothers in crime and infamy, the fit. associates of their former 


' Slaves! Such characters among us are a bane, a pest, a living insult to our 


noble women—they prey upon our substance, and await only a favorable op~ 
portunity to betray us. 

My heart’s desire is to see every man and woman in thé land rise up to 
the inagnrtude of the contest in which we are engaged. 1 wish them all to 
feel that it requires their individual aid,—their ceaseless aid—to ensure suc- 
cess. І want those at home, and who, from any cause, are kept ont of the 
army, to be impressed with the conviction that itis their duty to leave noth- 
ing undone to sustain our men in the field, and to see that they are furnished 
with everytking necessary for their efficiency and comfort. I want them to 
see that the families of those in the service are well cared and provided for. 
The families of our heroic defenders should be treated as the children of those 
at home, and no cause should be given their natural supporters to feel that 
they are neglected, Do this, and our brave men will battle on to the last. 
We must beer m mind that our army is not composed of mercenaries, that it 
is not an army of imported Hessians; but that, as I have said on former 00 
casions, they constitute a vast majority of our best, patriotic and chivalrous 
citizens—men who could not be kept from home a day after a discharge 
should be granted them—men who would rush to their families, properties 
and friends—-these are the men who fill the ranks of our armies. I am not 
afraid of a force thus constituted—they will neither permit an enemy to 
overrun and subdue us, if properly sustained, nor will they tyrannize over, 
or abuse their own people, their own kith and kin. They are an army of citi- 
zen-soldiers, who flew to arms, fo maintain, not to suppress the liberties of 
the Confederacy. 

lam well aware thore are those, and some of them good and sensible men, 
who believe that during my administration J have been too much disposed to 
favor the army and the military authorities, and they have objected to some 
of the measures recommended by me for sustaining the army and the families 
of those in the service. I give to those persons every credit for honesty of 
purpose, conscientiousness, &c. Iclaim the same for myself. As I have said 


. before, I have long since risen up to the magnitude of the contest in which 


we are involved. І believe that war, war, war! should be our all-absorbing 
business until we have conquerel our independence ; and while I would 
confine myself, and wish to see all in authority keep themselves within the 
limits of the Constitution, I would have Legislators, Governors, Judges and 
people feel that it is imperative on them to make laws and execute them, 
whereby that Constitution, our property, our freedom will be preserved. 

1 have felt that it was по time “to fiddle while Rome was burning.” I 
haye felt it was no time to be over punctilious, letting the cause of the coun- 
try perhaps suffer whilst discussing points of military usage or etiquette. 

When I enteied upon the discharge of my duties, I determined to cherish, 
foster and aid the Confederate Government in the prosecution of this war, in 
every way I could legitimately. I knew the people desired it—the Legisla- 
ture so indicated. I resolved it should never be said that І held back 
men or means as long as I could control and furnish either in aid of the 
war. law proud of the conviction, that during my administration, І have 
furnished more men than have been called for. In doing so, I have pursued 
but one policy. І determined at the outset that 1 would keep ор foot no 


State army, ifitcould be avoided with safety to the country. Time has demon- , 
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strated its wisdom. Persons may differ with me on this point; butit is cer- 
tain that, had L not exactly pursued this course in teansferring the men as 
rapidly as organized to Confederate service, to-day our State debt would 
have been increased millions of dollars, without conferring any substantial 
benefit, but burdening our citizens with heavy and increased taxation. 

Texas may well be proud of the number of men she has furnished to carry 
on this struggle. She has cause, too, to congratulate herself on the mighty 
resources within her reach. 

We have many more men that we can furnish. We have thousands 
of good old patriots and boys now organizing over the State who, ifthe time 
must come, will cause the Yankee invader to rue tho day he polluuted our 
soil with his hostile tread. 

Texas in this war had a warlike name to sustain. When numbering about 
25,000 souls she ‘wrung her independence from a nation whose population was 
1,000,000; and then, as now, the European world enlisted against her in con- 
sequence of the slavery clause in her Constitution. Her sons fought most 
valiantly in the Mexican war. Much was expected of her in this struggle 
for Southern independence—thank God she has not disappointed the most 

-sanguine expectations of her own people, or those of her sister States! I well 
recollect that in addressing the people of New Orleans, at Odd Fellows’ 
Hall urging the secession of the State of  Louriana, I  pledg- 
ed my honor that Texas would secede. aud that should coercion be attempted, 
she would in, a short time furnish 25,000 good fighting men to meet 
the army’ of Lincoln. Ап old Texan who heard my speech remarked that 
I had overrated our strength, and counted without my host. Who was right, 
heor I? Texas has furmshed in ths war 90,000 men; she will furnish ma- 
ny thousands more, 

Gentlemen of the Legislature: The people will look to you for the pas- 
sage of such laws as will secure to them the greatest good. They will ex- 
pect you toaidin carrying on this war, and to provide the means for sustaining 
the State Government. This I know you will do. Let me urge upon you to. 
place every man at home into the military service; to do away with all ex- 
emptions, and the power to furnish substitutes under the militia laws, and 
pass a joint resolution requesting Congress to do the same thing. 

Pass a law punishing desertion most severely, and those encouraging deser- 
tion or harboring deserters; suppress distilleries, one of the greatest curses 
now, in the State; force all aliens to serve in her defence, or to leave the 
country; punish all disloyal men; confiscate the property of all who leave 
the country to avoid participating іп ће present struggle, and deny them the 
privilege of ever returning. Limit the rates of profits on merchandize, and 
the price of articles of prime necessity ; impress the goods of all extortioners, 
monopolizers and engrossers, when needed for public purposes and the support 
of soldiejs families. Do these things, and a few more of the same character, 
and you will be received with open arms by the army, and the good and true 
men of the country. 

Ladies! It is a work of supererogation on my part to say one word to you 
on the subject of your duties in this war. You have, upon all and every oc- 
casion, by your zeal, devotion and assiduity, evinced your patriotic determin- 
ation to stand by thecountry. І know you will continue to do во. Charity, .. 
humanity, affection and love, are the prominent characteristics of the female 
character. See that you bestow not either unworthily. Continue to frown 
проп the man who, in this great emergency, is wanting in patriotism. You 
must treat with scorn and contempt, even though he be your relative or suit- 
or, he who now, in our day of peril, shirks the service of his country. You 
must practice economy in your households; banish superfluities and luxuries 
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while the war continues. ' Continue, as you have so nobly heretofore done, 
to encourage the war, to nurse the sick and wounded, to yield those most 
dear tc you to your country’s cause ; and finally, should you bear any of our 
men complain that the range of their gans or the ‘blades of theirswords are too 
short to compete with those of the enemy, say to them in the language of the 
Spartan mother,“Shorten your distance!” By so acting, yourinfluence will cause 
every man, possessed of the least spark of pride and honor, to seek the enemy 
before he reaches your doors, and save you from the horrible scenes enacted 
by our brutal foe whenever he has succeeded in occupying our territory. 

Fellow citizens! Much depends upon your action! Let me urge upon 
you, one and all, in addition to the many vows you have already taken, to 
stand by your country, that you to-day renew them. Let each and every 
one within the sound of my voice consider this waras his own. Regard your 
time, your means, your life, al as the property of the great cause in which 
we are engaged. Resolve never to besatisfied unless you are doing something 
to aid in rolling on the tide of revolution until our enemies are submerged. 
Let us allset ап example of patriotism to those around us, losing no opportu- 
nity of benefiting and encouraging those who are in the field battling for our 
cause. Let us try by example to bring back the erring brother who falters 
in this time of his country’s peril. At the same time let us treat as enemies 
the miserable extortioner, the depreciator of our currency, and the disloyal. 
Those who are not with us are against us! In a word, let us live only for 
our country until our enemies are forced to acknowledge us as a free and in- 
dependent people. 

In conclusion permit me to say, that in surrendering the trust confided to 
me by the people, I can do no less than publicly acknowledge the gratifi- 
cation I have experienced in being so honored. To those who have sup- 
ported and sustained me, I feel under lasting obligations; and I say to them 
with confidence, that I know of no reason that they shonld regret having 
done so. I believe my record as an officer will in the main be sustained and 
appreciated by the masses of the State. И 

To those who have seen proper to differ with me, I can onlysay, it was 
their privilege, They will in time do me ample justice. 

In severing my official intercourse with those around me at the Capitol, 
I do so with many pangs of regret. I have been most ably and zealously 
assisted by those with whom J have been called to act in concert. From 
every officer and employee of the Government I have received marks of 
attention and kindness. 

I also bear cheerful testimony to the business capacity and industry of 
the various State officers and employees. Although they have been in 
receipt of a much depreciated currency, totally inadequate to 3 proper support 
of themselves and families, they have performed their several duties with 
alacrity and without a murmur. _ & 

Although I experience no regret in retiring from a position so full of res- 
ponsibility and anxiety again tọ enter the walks of private life, I can but 
admit that I do regret to give up the many pleasant associations connected 
with my temporary sojourn at the Capital. With all the cares and respon- 
sibilities resting upon me, my time has been agreeably spent. Kindness has 
never been more universally extended in any piace or in any community, than 
has been bestowed upon me and mine by the people of Austin, So long as 
memory lasts, the friendships, attachments, and associations formed kere, 
will cling to me and mine with pride and pleasure, and in my future life, 1 
shall endeavour so to carry myself, in whatever position I may be placed, 
as never to forfeit the friendship and esteem of those who have so confided 
in, and treated me. 
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I retire from office with‘more of substantiah benefit than even the approve- 
ing smiles of my constitutents could confer. I retire with the consciousness 
of having faithfully, honestly, and impartially discharged my duties. - 

lleave my present position with the determination to continue in the 
service of my country until her victorious banners shall wave in triumph 
over her enemies, her independence be acknowledged, and the song of peace 
and serenity be again heard in the land. А 

Gentlemen of the Legislature, ladies, and you, my fellow citizens, I thank 
you for your patient and kind attention. May God smile upon and bless you 
all. May each and every one of you feel as I do, that our country needs you 
in this mighty struggle, and that to her cause you will devote yourselves 
until her freedom is secured. F. R. LOBBOOK. 
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